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From the principal's pen
DLBE@MKES Families -

We are embracing February with the renewed energy, and
inspiration that comes with a Lunar New Year! We wish all
of our friends and families a wonderful year!

We kicked off February with World Read Aloud Day (WRAD)
gathering in the gymnasium for a schoolwide storytime. Sra.
Daniel, and I shared the book Book Fiesta, taking turns
reading. Please keep the spirit of storytelling going and
share stories with your children of your fondest memories.
Stories help our brain by capturing our attention. They
influence how we think, help us empathize with others, and
bring us together. I always find that a story sends a
message to children in powerful ways to get a message
across.  

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart for
another incredible Family Fun Night! Matthew
Morgano, and Ava Beck-Ley produced and
directed an amazing evening for students,
families and the community. Juan Barbecho,
Lisa Mitchell, David Ley and Erica Beck are so
important for making the evening run
smoothly. Students and parents made every
performance a tear jerker. Thank you to Grace
Milde, Josie Dershowitz, Carolyn Rowan,
Monica Robinson for announcing the acts, and
Jason Wein for sharing the sweetest class
medley. My heart is full of gratitude. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QKTFUFgN5-Y80EOTOLRK8OfsfdGpuCuL8qlmkw4Qq-E/edit#slide=id.g2029815130c_0_62


We are also launching into February recognizing
the impact that Black Americans had and
continue to have on shaping our society and
culture with our second annual Black History
Month door decorating contest. Last year, our
DLBE@MKES Multicultural Committee engaged
us in a school-wide door decorating contest,
filled with healthy competition.Click here for the
2022 BHM Door and Hallway Decorations. This
year, each grade level is encouraged to work
together to create door decorations while
competing for a movie day and popcorn. Stay
tuned for an invitation to tour and the
announcement of the winning grade!   

 
We are approaching the 100th day of school
(Monday, February 13th-pending snow days) and
wrapping up the second marking period as we
approach President's Day, and winter break. So
much learning, and growing has happened with
each of our students, and your teachers are
preparing the report cards to go home after we
return from break. We are all so proud of our
learners.

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mZcFo5UrRsdjHoQMgI1Rnpg5mpbANOabBMwA1V3weQo/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mZcFo5UrRsdjHoQMgI1Rnpg5mpbANOabBMwA1V3weQo/edit#slide=id.p


Finally, I want to share the new logo for
MKES@DLBE. Rosita joins Roary, highlighting
our unique identification, and representation
as a Dual Language Bilingual Education
school. A past MKES parent, Peter Romeo, is
responsible for the original design. Wilson
Santiago, a current DLBE@MKES parent, is
behind the updated re-imagining of the logo.
Rosita and the concept of a logo upgrade is
the brain-child of Joanna Breeding and
members of the Multicultural Committee! We
are so proud that we have honored both
mascots for our school, while upholding our
values!

Check out the details for Winter Spirit Week in
this newsletter!  

Thank you for your partnership!
Go, MKES!  

With Kindness,

Inas

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iBUYEJ3GkDdf4BDmMx3eLjRfWbWi1RSr/view?ts=63d1ee




Reading Challenge!



Pre-K



February is Kindness Month, and MKES kindergarten
students are thrilled to participate. Many people associate
February with Valentine’s Day alone. Kindergarten
celebrates this holiday with class parties, crafts and treats,
but makes kindness a month-long theme. Our read alouds
focus on friendship, inclusivity and kindness. Students link
their feelings, and the feelings of the characters, to the
Mood Meter as we strive to find ourselves “in the yellow
and green”. Kindergarten students learn to appreciate
African American contributions to society as we study and
honor Black History Month. Kindergarten also celebrates
National Random Acts of Kindness Day. Through
reading,dramatic play and role play the children are
learning about what being thoughtful, compassionate and
gracious looks and feels like. We invite you to continue this
work at home.

Focus questions for the month:
How can we show kindness to others?
What does it mean to be kind to a friend?
How can your words and actions help others? How can they
hurt others?

Kindergarten



1st grade
Students have learned about important
African American and Afro-Latino figures
in honor of Black History Month. At the
end of the month to culminate our
learning we will volunteer at
Manhattanville College to put together
care kits to be handed out to the
homeless population in New York City.
We will also be celebrating Valentine’s
Day in our pajamas enjoying sweet treats
and celebrating friendship. 100th Day
will also be a fun day where students will
exercise to 100, play games racing to
100, decorate a crown and stamp out to
100. We are so proud that our first
graders have been able to learn in
meaningful ways and engage in inspiring
activities. Please ask them what they find
most memorable.  



2nd Grade
The Good Times Continue in Second Grade!

The second grade students are busier than ever!
We are busy at work each day learning math,
reading, writing, science, phonics, RULER, and so
much more. We need your help! Please read
to/with your child every day. When a child listens
to fluent reading they are learning how a great
reader should sound. Be sure to ask a lot of
questions about the books you read together. Here
are some examples:

-What was your favorite part? Why?

-Why do you think the author included…?

-What do you predict will happen?

-How was __________ feeling in that scene?

These questions help to expand thinking to beyond
and about the text which make inferences. 

As always, we appreciate your support and
partnership this year! Thank you.



3rd Grade
Our third graders will be starting their first Social
Studies unit, which is about the World and
Geography. Students will study landforms and
maps. We will learn about continents, the
equator, how to use a map, how to read different
types of maps, and experiment with a compass
rose. In Literacy, students will be diving into a
new unit of study- Mysteries! Students will look
for clues in stories to figure out “whodunit”.
Students will learn terms like crime solver,
suspect, and red-herring clues. In math, we will
continue to learn more about fractions. There are
many ways to talk about fractions at home.
Practice with your child by dividing a large pile of
objects (cereal, plastic animals, blocks, etc.)
equally into 4 piles to illustrate one-fourth.
Recombine the group to divide into other
fractions. Have fun with it! 

<3 The Third Grade Team 
Ms. Rakoff, Srta. Espinal, Ms. Nigro and Sra.
Robinson



4th Grade
The fourth grade nonfiction edition is here!
This month 4th graders are diving into
nonfiction. We are working hard in small
groups to become experts on a topic about
the weather. Areas of study include
hurricanes, tornadoes, volcanoes,
earthquakes, and general weather. We are
investigating what characterizes these types
of weather, what causes these types of
weather, how and where these types of
weather form, what types of damage they can
inflict, and other important facts. As we
investigate, we are documenting our findings
in a journal. We are learning how to
collaborate and work together in a group to
gather information. At the end of our research
we will create a culminating presentation on
Google Slides to share our findings. We are
enjoying becoming experts about nonfiction
and the weather!



5th Grade
The fifth grade is in the midst of an incredible
experience with the guidance and leadership
from ARC Stages. ARC Stages is “a multifaceted
arts organization in Pleasantville, New York,
which is composed of three theater companies
under one roof.”
(http://arcstages.org/home/about/) One of the
companies, The Educational Stage, has come to
MKES twice over the past weeks. An educator
from ARC came into our classrooms and, with the
help of classroom teachers, taught the kids how
to write an original play. The basics (setting,
dialogue, stage directions, conflict, character
development, etc.) were taught, and then the kids
began to write their own plays. After typing their
plays, the Arc educator will return and teach us
how to revise and streamline a play. It has been
an amazing experience, and it will culminate with
five MKES students “winning” the play contest.
Their original plays will be actually performed,
live, for the kids and the parents. We will keep
you posted on the date/time for these
performances.

http://arcstages.org/home/about/


ESOL / Bilingual Department
 

Who doesn’t love a good story?! Children and adults alike love to hear
stories about their lives and the lives of special people they know.
Therefore, throughout their school careers children are instructed to write
about those special moments from their lives. For example, your child may
choose to remember and write a story about a special birthday party,
visiting a grandma or grandpa, enjoying a sleep-over with friends or family
members, a favorite amusement park ride, or a trip to the beach.  

Our children can be encouraged to orally share and write these personal
narratives in and out of school. One of the keys to helping your child
remember, plan and organize his/her thoughts is oral rehearsal or sharing
their story with someone out loud. Ask your child to close their eyes and
describe the scene they see in their mind when remembering the special
event. You can elicit more details and description by asking your child to use
their senses and remember what they saw, heard, smelled, tasted or felt
during the experience. You can also ask them to think about what was said
by themselves or others in the story to encourage the writing of dialogue or
talking in their story. Your child can think about ending his/her story with a
description of what he/she felt by describing what was said or done to show
that feeling. For example, “I smiled a gigantic smile!”, or “I ran and gave
grandma a big hug!”

Parents and family members can model storytelling by sharing the stories of
their lives, from memories when they were young to current experiences.
Talking with children about your experiences in life can encourage them to
talk about their experiences. For example, if you are going on a trip, describe
a special trip that you remember taking with your family when you were
young. Describe the special activities you remember doing as a child with
your friends and family. You do not have to tell a story about anything
grand. The simple pleasures, joys, and sorrows of life make the best stories
that we can all relate to. So, next time you are driving in the car, taking a
train somewhere, or getting ready for dinner or bedtime, think about sharing
your own stories to encourage the love of storytelling with your child!

Connecting Storytelling and Writing at Home



Be in the Know           
Here are just a few keywords you should know, and the link to learn more. 

The Individualized Education Program (IEP) documents a child’s eligibility for special
education services and formalizes the plan to provide special education programs and
services that are appropriate for the child’s unique needs. It contains specific information
about a child and the education program designed to meet these needs.

The initial referral is a request that begins the special education evaluation process to
determine whether the student has a disability and requires special education services.
The initial referral can be made by the student's parent, the principal of the student's DOE
school, or the chairperson of the student's CSE. To make an initial referral, the parent
should submit a written request for evaluation to the student's DOE school or CSE.

Reevaluation- An evaluation conducted for a student with a disability who already
receives special education services. A reevaluation will be conducted at least once every
three years and upon request. A request for a reevaluation can be made by the student's
parents, teacher, or school district. A reevaluation with not be conducted more than once
a year unless the school and the parent agree otherwise

Related Services- Related services are services that may be required to assist a student
with a disability to receive meaningful educational benefit. These may include counseling,
occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech-language therapy, orientation and
mobility services, and other support services

Accommodations-Tools and procedures that give students with disabilities equal access
to instruction and assessment. They are designed to level the playing field for students
with disabilities, and are generally grouped into the following categories: Presentation,
Response, Timing/Scheduling, Setting.

Special Class-All students in a special class have IEPs that identify needs that cannot be
met in a general education classroom. Special classes are taught by special education
teachers, providing specialized instruction. 

Visit https://www.schools.nyc.gov/ for more keywords.

Important Reminders:
Consider attending the Parent University hosted by MKES.
Please review your child’s IEP before attending an annual review. 
You don’t have to wait for a meeting. Reach out to service providers anytime throughout
the year.

Mrs. Carrozza, Ms. Gilbert, Mrs. Leslie, Ms. Viviano, and Mr. Weidmann

Learning Specialists

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/


Sports Section
By: Rylan Borror, Craig Henley, and Melissa Ponzio 

Our MKES students had a great January in PE!

Our Kisco Kids spent the majority of January tumbling, climbing, jumping,
balancing, and exercising in our gymnastics unit!

Our World Cup pizza party took place with the teachers of Argentina
inviting the students of France to join them in their festivities. It was a
great show of sportsmanship and a delicious lunch for all involved!

February provides us with the opportunity to turn our awesome Wellness
Room into a Zen Den as Coach Ponzio leads calm, quiet, focused yoga
classes with plenty of exciting flair. Coaches Borror and Henley will be
conducting exciting and enthusiastic basketball lessons in the gym.

Additionally, we have our new GOLDEN SNEAKER WINNERS
announcement!! The Golden Sneaker is an award given to two students in
each grade, every month, for their outstanding efforts in PE. These
deserving recipients have demonstrated outstanding sportsmanship,
attitude, and effort in class, and their pictures are hanging on the bulletin
board outside the gym! Stop by and check them out! 

Here are our January Golden Sneaker Winners:
5th-Alex Goldberg, Genesis Rodas Javier 
4th-Ron Joseph, Valeska Morales Ramirez 
3rd-Kevin Ramon Astudillo, Janeth Cabrera Ramirez
2nd-Susan Garcia, Lorenzo Corsino 
1st-Timothy Fendley, Angie Sanchez Lopez 
K-Camila Nunez, Liam Galvez Espino

Congratulations to our January Golden Sneaker Winners.



Notes from 
Nurse Ronan

 February is Heart Health Month! A time to focus on our health and
wellness! Heart Health is important throughout our lives. Some key
points for family health: 
·  Know Your Numbers- Blood Pressure, Heart Rate, Cholesterol
level, Weight, Blood Sugar level 
·  Exercise- live an active life, maintain a healthy weight, prioritize
mindfulness, sleep is important, limit screen time after the
school/workday
·  Good Nutrition- choose healthy foods: fresh fruits, vegetables,
whole grains and low-fat, unprocessed foods, hydrate with water.
·  Get the Facts- don’t smoke, visit with your Healthcare provider.

 Another important part of our lifelong well-being is Vision and
Hearing Health.

 New York State requires Elementary Schools to have Vision and
Hearing Screenings for Kindergarten, First Grade, Third Grade and
Fifth Grade. The MKES Health Office will begin the screenings in
February, which will be ongoing throughout the Spring. If we have
any concerns, we will call families and then send home a Vision or
Hearing Referral form to schedule an exam by a healthcare
professional. 
                  
Be Well!
 Maureen Ronan, MKES School Nurse
 Health Office contact- 

Phone: 914-666-2677 ext 1715
Fax: 914-864-3459
Email: mronan4750@bcsdny.org

mailto:mronan4750@bcsdny.org

